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EMPOWERED-LIFE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

Refusing to Remain Silent



Growing in Faith
A weekly       devotion in a      transformational faith journey.

REFUSING TO REMAIN SILENT
 

     “And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or
teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered and said to
them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to
God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen
and heard.”” (Acts 4:18–20, NASB95)
     Peter and John were taken into custody by the Sanhedrin and interrogated
by Jewish leaders to determine “by what authority” they were preaching the
gospel and healing the lame on temple grounds. As I studied this narrative, I
realized that cancel culture is not a new thing, but many have been trying to
cancel the gospel message since the commissioning of the church. Jesus
gave a command to the disciples to preach the gospel, making disciples of all
nations. Peter and John were obeying the commands of Jesus, which stood in
conflict with the desires of the religious leaders. The Sanhedrin thought they
succeeded in canceling the ministry and message of Jesus when they
crucified Him and realized they failed when they discovered that He had risen
from the dead. The leaders then spread a lie that the disciples stole the body,
but that lie didn’t hold up when Jesus revealed Himself to over five hundred
witnesses. Then Jesus ascended and was off the scene. Perhaps the leaders
thought the movement would just go away. 
     On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled the lives of the followers of Jesus, and
one hundred and twenty witnesses shared the gospel leading three thousand
people to believe in Jesus. Not many days later, Peter and John heal a lame
man, and another crowd gathers on Solomon’s porch to hear the gospel
resulting in five thousand having come to faith. The message and ministry of
Jesus is alive and well and cannot be stopped. The council exercised their
religious authority, demanding that Peter and John stop sharing the gospel.
Peter and John took a stand against religious authority because the authority
of Jesus is greater than man. Peter and John left the judgment of their actions
to God as they obeyed their calling. They refused to cancel the gospel. 
     I find myself in similar circumstances. As a pastor and chaplain, there are
many times when the world will press in and seek to cancel the proclamation
of the name of Jesus. Whether it is through secular pressure to refrain from
sharing Jesus or an encouragement to remain silent, Satan is still trying to
cancel the gospel message. I am encouraged by the boldness of Peter and
realize that only by the power of the Holy Spirit will I be able to stand against
the pressure of the world. When Peter and John reconnected with “their own”
(Acts. 4:23), they prayed for boldness, and God empowered them with a fresh
emboldening (Acts 4:31). This needs to be my daily prayer; Lord, fill me fresh
each day so that I will be an effective witness for you. 
     In His Service,
     Pastor Cary



Church Office closed for lunch
Monday – Thursday from 12:30 – 1:30 pm

Sunday, June 26
  9:00 & 10:45 am - Church Services 
  9:00 am - Online Church
www.facebook.com/WCFministries/YouTube – Warren Community Fellowship
  9:00 am - Children's Ministry, Downstairs
                  - JR & SR High Youth Group, Upper Room
                  - Adult Bible Study, (Study of Haggai and Zechariah) Room 201
                  - Prayer Ministry, Room 202
10:45 am - Children's Ministry, Downstairs
                  - Prayer Ministry, Room 202
12:00 pm - VBS Volunteer Workshop, Upper Room  
  4:00 pm - Next Gen Connection (Families Ministry), Upper Room

Monday, June 27
  6:00 am - Devoted to Prayer, Upper Room
  6:30 pm - Young Adult Connection Dinner (YAC), The Cave

Tuesday, June 28
  9:00 am - Men's Coffee, Lobby
  5:00 pm - Worship Team Practice, Worship Center
  7:00 pm - Morud Home Group, 56445 Columbia River Highway, Warren 503-544-7212

Wednesday, June 29
  5:30 am - Men’s Bible Study In-person and Zoom, Upper Room
  5:00 pm - Wednesday Night Dinner, Worship Center
  6:00 pm - JR High Youth Group, The Cave (Movie Night)
  6:30 pm - Journey through the Bible, Worship Center 
                  - Children's Ministry Science Camp (3 year old - 6th Grade), Downstairs     

Thursday, June 30
  6:00 pm - SR High Youth Group, The Cave (Movie Night)
  
Friday, July 1    
  
Saturday, July 2

Sunday, July 3
  9:00 & 10:45 am - Church Services 
  9:00 am - Online Church
www.facebook.com/WCFministries/YouTube – Warren Community Fellowship
  9:00 am - Children's Ministry, Downstairs
                  - JR & SR High Youth Group, Worship Center
                  - Adult Bible Study, (Study of Haggai and Zechariah) Room 201
                  - Prayer Ministry, Room 202
10:45 am - Children's Ministry, Downstairs
                  - Prayer Ministry, Room 202  

The Week Ahead 

Office Closed Monday, July 4 2022



Connection Points 

Sign-up in the Lobby

Prayers of protection and safety for our buildings, staff, volunteers, and clients with
the upcoming Roe vs. Wade supreme court decision. 
Pray for the director, Terry Deaton, and the board of the Columbia Pregnancy
Center that they seek God's will and ways in meeting the needs of pregnant women
in the county. 
Pray that the gospel will be clearly presented to those who come to the center for
help. 
Pray that the young women will be diligent in learning and using the information
taught at the CPC. 
Pray for qualified volunteers to meet with the young men and women who come to
the center. 
Pray for the development of a pregnancy medical clinic in the county with ultra-
sound technology and Sexual Transmitted Disease testing. 

Missionary of the Month
Columbia Pregnancy Center

 
 
 



Connection Points 



Day 1: That the teaching will bring glory to Jesus, with great fruit.
Day 2: For safety, protection and good health for the volunteers and their
families.
Day 3: That all the VBS volunteers will experience growth in their relationship with
the Lord through this VBS.
Day 4: That everyone will love the mission project, and that the children will learn
to give sacrificially and be excited about it.
Day 5: That the lessons learned during VBS week will be remembered and
applied.
Day 6: For great weather and for safety!
Day 7: That all VBS workers are faithful to their commitments, energetic, joyful,
enthusiastic, hard-working, and on time each day.
Day 8: For enough volunteers to get everything done, and for enough volunteers
VBS week.
Day 9: That the all-volunteer meetings will go well, and that there will be good
bonding among co-workers.
Day 10: For the safety of those installing the set and decorations, and for enough
workers to complete the task ahead of time.
Day 11: For the treasure hunts to be fun and effective in showing kids how
beyond-description God is.
Day 12: For the audience to be attentive and receptive to the drama.
Day 13: That many people will come to the self-guided prayer walk at the church.
Day 14: That the kids will love the snacks and that there are no allergic reactions
or other food-related problems.
Day 15: That all will love their week.
Day 16: That this VBS will be bathed in prayer.
Day 17: For protection for everyone and for the property, for all things to run
smoothly and in order, and for good weather every day.
Day 18: That God will powerfully use the master teachers to proclaim his truths.
Day 19: That hearts will be soft and ready to receive the gospel.
Day 20: That more kids will be reached with the gospel than ever before, and that
many will become Christians!
Day 21: That every child will be in awe of the Lord much more as a result of this
VBS.
Day 22: That God will bless the summer outreach plans of the children’s ministry.
Day 23: As they perform at the VBS closing program; for good attendance, that
God’s message will be well received, and visitors will be saved.
Day 24: For follow-up to be effective, and for many unchurched and under-
churched families to be reached.
Day 25: That God will keep working in the children’s hearts and bring staggering
fruit from VBS.
Day 26: That God will lead in planning next year’s VBS.
Day 27: That God will protect and bless the ministries using this VBS this
summer.
Day 28: That God will bring many families back to the children’s ministry.
Day 29: That each person who has experienced VBS will be forever changed.
Day 30: That God will be glorified!

Prayer requests for VBS
July 11-15
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My Take Away is:
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My Notes
Acts 5 :12-42



Thanks For Joining!

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Lunch Closed 12:30 - 1:30 pm
Closed Friday & Saturday

Address
56523 Columbia River Hwy
Warren, OR 97053

Phone
503.397.4387

Fax
503.397.0874

Email
wcf@wcf-ministries.com

Website
www.wcf-ministries.com

Office Manager
Rachel Bair

Rachel@wcf-ministries.com
 

Men's Ministry
Pastor Cary Wacker

Cary@wcf-ministries.com
 

Women's Ministry
Church Office

Wcf@wcf-ministries.com
 

Children's Ministry
Kristine Johnson

Kristine@wcf-ministries.com
 

Facilities
Mike Detzel

Mike@wcf-ministries.com
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elders
Pastor Cary Wacker,

Fred Butcher, Tony Cronin,
Dan Daniel, Chuck Judd, 

Dick Magnuson
Elders@wcf-ministries.com

Lead Pastor: Cary Wacker
Cary@wcf-ministries.com

 
Associate Pastor: Tom Adams

Tom@wcf-ministries.com
 

Youth Pastor: Mike Towler
Miket@wcf-ministries.com

@wcfministries

YouTube: Warren
Community Fellowship


