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Genesis 12:10-20



Q
U
E
S
T
I
O
N





Now there was a famine in the 
land; so Abram went down to 
Egypt to live there for a time, 

because the famine was 
severe in the land.

Genesis 12:10 



…You Could Have Trusted God!



Now there was a famine in the 
land; so Abram went down to 
Egypt to live there for a time, 

because the famine was 
severe in the land.

Genesis 12:10 



Famines in the Land…

16 Times Famines are Mentioned in Scripture:
Genesis 12 – This One with Abraham.
Genesis 26 – Isaac The Lord told him not to go to Egypt.
Genesis 41 – God uses Joseph to save his family by saving Egypt.
Ruth 1 – The Lord moved them to Moab, East of the Dead Sea.
2 Samuel 21 – Famine God used to show David what to do after He asked the Lord about it.
1 Kings 18 – Elijah was told what to do about the Famine for the people.
2 Kings 4 – Elisha feeds people miraculously in the famine.
2 Kings 6 – Elisha ministers to the people in the famine, Really bad famine.
2 Kings 8 – Elisha speaks of God calling for a famine.
2 Kings 25 – The Fall and Captivity of Judah and the Famine that was part of it.
Nehemiah 5 – The famine was so bad people were selling off property to buy food.
Jeremiah 14 – The Lord says he is going to destroy Judah by sword, famine, and plague
Joel 1 – Famine came because of the locusts and it was a call to repentance.
Acts 11 :28 – Agabus prophesied there would be a famine all over the world and it happened.
Matthew 24:7 – Jesus said in the Last days there would be famines in various places.
Revelation 6:8 – the Ashen Horse with the Angel of Death Famine 

…You Could 
have Trusted 

GOD.

You Didn’t 
Have to Go to 

Egypt…



Genesis Truth 

Famines Come and Go…
Egypt isn’t the only place to go.  Go to God!
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So Abram Went down to Egypt...

All the Times in the Bible Where Ignoring God Helped the situation:

…You Could 
have Trusted 

GOD.

You Didn’t Have 
to Go to Egypt…





Famines in the Land…

Things Abram Should Have Done:

1. Ask God What to Do.
2. Ask God if He Should Keep Asking God What to Do.
3. Ask God Where He Should Go Since He Called Him to this Journey.
4. Ask God to End the Famine.
5. Ask God Which Way to Go Because of the Famine.
6. Ask God What Abram Could Do to Help Others in the Famine.
Ask God …

Things Abram Did:

1. Went to Egypt because of a famine.

…You Could 
have Trusted 

GOD.

You Didn’t 
Have to Go to 

Egypt…





Famines in the Land…

The Reasons and Ways God used Famines:

Reasons:
- Judgement on Unbelievers and Believers

- Disobedience of His People
- Travel Plans: He’s moving someone somewhere
- Call People to Repentance
- Opportunity to Flex His Power and Miracles

Ways He Uses:
- Change our Values
- Repentance
- Help us to Trust the LORD

…You Could 
have Trusted 

GOD.

You Didn’t 
Have to Go to 

Egypt…



Now there was a famine in the 
land; so Abram went down to 
Egypt to live there for a time, 

because the famine was 
severe in the land.

Genesis 12:10 



Throughout Scripture, whenever people go to 
Egypt, they always go “down to Egypt” because 
Egypt is a type, or symbol of the world. Abram was 
doing well, but now he falls again because he didn’t 
remain in the land God showed him. A famine 
made him think he had to take matters into his own 
hands—always a dangerous place to be.
Jon Courson, Jon Courson’s Application Commentary: Volume One: Genesis–Job (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2005), 60.



Woe to those who go down to Egypt for 
help And rely on horses, And trust in 
chariots because they are many And in 
horsemen because they are very strong, 
But they do not look to the Holy One of 
Israel, nor seek the LORD!

Isaiah 31:1



Genesis Truth 

God Gives Us Opportunities to Trust…
Remember Your Calling!



So Abram Went down to Egypt...

Abram’s Calling:

Genesis 12:1-3 1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your 
country, And from your relatives And from your father’s house, 
To the land which I will show you; 2 And I will make you into a 
great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; 
And you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will bless those who bless 
you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the 
families of the earth will be blessed.”

…You Could 
have Trusted 

GOD.

You Didn’t 
Have to Go to 

Egypt…



For this reason we must 
pay much closer attention 
to what we have heard, so 
that we do not drift away 
from it.

Hebrews 2:1



Let’s hold firmly to the 
confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He 
who promised is faithful;

Hebrews 10:23





Genesis Truth in Action

Go to God,
Not Egypt!

Trust the LORD and HIS Calling 
on Your Life!
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11 It came about, when he was approaching 
Egypt, that he said to his wife Sarai, “See 

now, I know that you are a beautiful 
woman; 12 and when the Egyptians see you, 
they will say, ‘This is his wife’; and they will 
kill me, but they will let you live. 13 “Please 
say that you are my sister so that it may go 
well for me because of you, and that I may 

live on account of you.”

Genesis 12:11-13 



…You Could Have Trusted God!
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A Journey Away From Truth

Bible Verses on Why We Lie:

Unbelievers - Don’t Know the LORD
Jeremiah 9:3 “They bend their tongues like their bows; Lies and not truth prevail in the land; For they 
proceed from evil to evil, And they do not know Me,” declares the LORD.

Enticement – Temptation 
James 1:14-15 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. (15) Then 
when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it has run its course, brings forth death.

Depravity – Corrupted in Sin
2 Timothy 3:8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of 
depraved mind, worthless in regard to the faith.

Value – Love Evil
Psalms 52:3-4 You love evil more than good, Lies more than speaking what is right. Selah 4 You love all 
words that devour, You deceitful tongue.

…You Could 
have Trusted 

GOD.

You Didn’t Have 
to Lie About it…



Genesis Truth 

A Lie is not Truth, It’s a Lie.

God is Truth.  We Know Him. We Don’t have to lie.





Genesis Truth 

A Lie Is Still A Lie Even When it 
Seems Like it Works…

God is Truth.  We Know Him. We Don’t have to lie.



14 Now it came about, when Abram entered 
Egypt, that the Egyptians saw that the 

woman was very beautiful. 15 Pharaoh’s 
officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; 

and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s 
house. 16 Therefore he treated Abram well for 
her sake; and he gave him sheep, oxen, male 
donkeys, male servants and female servants, 

female donkeys, and camels.

Genesis 12:14-16 



Marriage is to be held in honor 
among all, and the marriage bed 
is to be undefiled; for God will 
judge the sexually immoral and 
adulterers.

Hebrews 13:4
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A false witness will not go 
unpunished, And one who 
declares lies will perish.

Proverbs 19:9



Genesis Truth in Action

Trust the LORD and His Truth!
His Truth Gives LIFE!
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But the LORD struck Pharaoh and 
his house with great plagues 

because of Sarai, Abram’s wife.

Genesis 12:17 



…You Could Have Trusted God!



But the LORD struck Pharaoh and 
his house with great plagues 

because of Sarai, Abram’s wife.

Genesis 12:17 



Genesis Truth 

“But the LORD”, God Will 
Accomplish His Plan, With or 

Without Us.



But GOD Verses

Genesis 50:20  As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good 
in order to bring about this present result, to keep many people alive.

Psalms 66:19  But God has heard; He has given attention to the sound of my 
prayer.

Acts 13:28-30  “And though they found no grounds for putting Him to death, 
they asked Pilate that He be executed.  “When they had carried out everything 
that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the cross and laid 
Him in a tomb.  “But God raised Him from the dead;

Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

1 Corinthians 1:27  but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame 
the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things 
which are strong,



Genesis Truth 

Other’s Are Affected By Lies

God is Truth, We Don’t Have To Lie!



Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, 
“What is this that you have done to me? 

Why did you not tell me that she was 
your wife? 

Genesis 12:18 





Others Are Affected By Lies

Short List of Bible Stories Where Lies Affected Others Just in Genesis:

Genesis 3.  The Serpent’s Lie to Adam And Eve. The Entire Human Race.

Genesis 12.  Abraham and Sarah Multiple Stories in Genesis.  Egyptians, 
Abraham and Sarah’s Household, Nations.

Genesis 26.  Isaac and Rebekah – Lies the Same as Abraham did.  Isaac & 
Rebekah.  Philistines.

Genesis 27.  Jacob Decieves Isaac – Birthright Stolen.  Esau & His Family, Jacob 
& His Family, Nations.

Genesis 37.  Joseph’s Brother’s Lie about His Death.  Israel’s Family, Nations, 
Egypt.

…You Could 
have Trusted 

GOD.

You Didn’t 
Have to Hurt 

Others…



Others Are Affected By Lies

Short List of Other Bible Stories Where Lies Affected Others:

Joshua 7.  The Sin of Achan’s Lie.  The Israelites.

Acts 5.  Ananias and Sapphira Lie to the Lord.  Them & Their Families, Early 
Church, Ongoing Effect.

2 Samuel 11,12.  David & Bathsheba, David’s Lies.  David & Bathsheba, the Nation 
of Israel, Uriah, the Baby, History.

1 Kings 22.  King Ahaz’s Prophets Lies, Micaiah’s Stand for Truth.  Israel, King 
Ahaz and His Family, Micaiah.

Gospels.  Peter Denying Christ Three Times.  Relationship with Christ, Disciples, 
His Family, Integrity.

…You Could 
have Trusted 

GOD.

You Didn’t Have 
to Hurt Others…



Genesis Truth 

Our Life is Hurt By Lies

God is Truth, We Don’t Have To Lie!



19 “Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so 
that I took her for myself as a wife? Now 

then, here is your wife, take her and 
go!” 20 And Pharaoh commanded his 

men concerning him; and they escorted 
him away, with his wife and all that 

belonged to him.

Genesis 12:19-20 



So for one who knows the 
right thing to do and does 
not do it, for him it is sin.

James 4:17





9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous, so that He will 
forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 10 If we 
say that we have not sinned, we 
make Him a liar and His word is not 
in us.

1 John 1:9-10 



Genesis Truth in Action

Trust the LORD and His Truth!
His Truth Gives LIFE to Others!



You Could 
Have 

Trusted 
God!

1. Go To God!
2. Value Truth!
3. Value Others!



And He was saying to them 
all, “If anyone wants to 
come after Me, he must 
deny himself, take up his 
cross daily, and follow Me.

Luke 9:23




