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Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had 
not borne him a child, but she 
had an Egyptian slave woman 

whose name was Hagar.

Genesis 16:1 



Acknowledgements & Truths in Genesis 16

Slavery 
Slavery is talked about in the Bible.  Some claim the Bible condones it or promotes it.  
They use this subject as a way to blame God, or to say God is pro-slavery.

Truth: Slavery is always seen in a negative light as a part of culture, and God speaks 
against it in scripture.  Also, Culturally in the OT and NT it was more of a job that 
benefited the servant for provision and protection.  There are good resources that cover 
this subject in Detail.

Polygamy 
Polygamy is talked about in the Bible.  Some have used this passage and others to say 
the Bible condones it and promotes it. 

Truth: The Stories in the Bible where it’s mentioned always show it as a mistake and 
something that leads people away from God.  Culturally it was a reality, but Biblically it 
was condemned.  Again, there are good resources that cover this subject in Detail.
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Acknowledgements & Truths in Genesis 16

The Solution to Sin in the OT or NT 

God Changing the Heart of Man, Man 
Believing and being changed by God.  

Redemption.

God Changes the Heart –
Changed Man Changes the Culture.
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Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had 
not borne him a child, but she 
had an Egyptian slave woman 

whose name was Hagar.

Genesis 16:1 



The God Who Hears & Sees…

Genesis 16





The Failures in Genesis 16

Sarai
Failure to Trust in God’s Timing and Fulfillment of the 

Promise.  Vs. 1-3, 5-6

Abram
Failure to Lead His Wife and to Trust God with the Timing and 

Fulfillment of the Promise. Vs. 2-6

Hagar
Failure to Stay where God was blessing her. Vs. 7-16
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Genesis Truth 

God Doesn’t Need Our Help.
If He did, He’d Ask.



Places in the Bible Where God Asks for Our Help.



For I am confident of this very 
thing, that He who began a 
good work among you will 
complete it by the day of 

Christ Jesus.

Philippians 1:6





Declaring the end from the 
beginning, And from ancient 

times things which have not been 
done, Saying, ‘My plan will be 

established, And I will accomplish 
all My good pleasure’;

Isaiah 46:10



What God Should Do When I 
try and Help…

GOD

Me



Genesis Truth in Application

Don’t Try and Help God, 
Trust Him.  Do Only What 
He Tells you. Wait For His 

Promise.
God Wants Your Trust, Devotion, Praise, Worship and Service to Him.
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The angel of the LORD said to her 
further, “Behold, you are 

pregnant, And you will give birth 
to a son; And you shall name him 
Ishmael, Because the LORD has 

heard your affliction.

Genesis 16:11 



The God Who Hears & Sees…

Our 
Circumstances.

Genesis 16



The Circumstances of Genesis 16

Cultural 
Culturally having children for a woman was vitally important for survival and social 
esteem.  

Culturally it was a normal practice to have kids through surrogacy of servants.  

Physical
Physically Abram and Sarai were growing too old to have kids naturally.

Physically there was no promised son physically there as proof of the promise.

Spiritual
Spiritually we’ve only read of Abram’s Faith.  Sarai is portrayed here as not having faith.

Spiritually Hagar was an Egyptian and the Lord Chased her down.
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Genesis Truth 

God Knows Our 
Circumstances.

He knows, He Cares, and He is Working.





The Circumstances of Genesis 16

Sarai
God Knew She was Barren.  God Knew the Cultural Pressures. God’s 

Plan was still the Promise.  Genesis 17:15-16
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15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for your 
wife Sarai, you shall not call her by the 

name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her 
name. 16 “I will bless her, and indeed I 

will give you a son by her. Then I will bless 
her, and she shall be a mother of nations; 

kings of peoples will come from her.”

Genesis 17:15-16



The Circumstances of Genesis 16

Sarai
God Knew She was Barren.  God Knew the Cultural Pressures. God’s 

Plan was still the Promise.  Genesis 17:15-16

Abram
Abram had faith, but He was still waiting on the Promise.  He was 

Old and gave in to pressure from his wife. Genesis 16:5
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Genesis Truth 

Our Circumstances Don’t 
Affect God’s Faithfulness.

He knows, He Cares, and He is Working.



7 “You are the LORD God, Who chose Abram And 
brought him out from Ur of the Chaldees, And gave 

him the name Abraham. 8 “You found his heart 
faithful before You, And made a covenant with him 
To give him the land of the Canaanite, Of the Hittite 
and the Amorite, Of the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and 
the Girgashite— To give it to his descendants. And 
You have fulfilled Your promise, Because You are 

righteous.

Nehemiah 9:7-8



The Circumstances of Genesis 16

Sarai
God Knew She was Barren.  God Knew the Cultural Pressures. God’s 

Plan was still the Promise.  Genesis 17:15-16

Abram
Abram had faith, but He was still waiting on the Promise.  He was 

Old and gave in to pressure from his wife. Genesis 16:5

Hagar
Was a Servant who became the wife of her master.  Yet she ran 
because she was being mistreated because of God’s Blessing.
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21 Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not 
listen to the Law? 22 For it is written that Abraham had 
two sons, one by the slave woman and one by the free 
woman. 23 But the son by the slave woman was born 
according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman 

through the promise. 24 This is speaking allegorically, for 
these women are two covenants: one coming from 

Mount Sinai giving birth to children who are to be slaves; 
she is Hagar. 25 Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia 

and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is 
enslaved with her children.

Galatians 4:21-25



Genesis Truth in Application

God is working in our Circumstances, Praise Him!
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Then she called the name of the 
LORD who spoke to her, “You are 
a God who sees me”; for she said, 
“Have I even seen Him here and 

lived after He saw me?”

Genesis 16:13 



The God Who Hears & Sees…

Genesis 16



Manifestations of God in the OT

Theophany – A visible appearance of God to 
humans.  - The Lexham Bible Dictionary

Christophany – A manifestation or appearance 
of Christ either before the incarnation (OT) or 
after the resurrection (NT)  - The Lexham Bible 
Dictionary



The Angel of the LORD
The Phrase here is singular and not plural, and in the text we see Hagar’s 
acknowledgement that it was the LORD.  This is a Christophany.

Genesis 16:13 Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a 
God who sees me”; for she said, “Have I even seen Him here and lived after He 
saw me?”

• The Angel of the LORD would later appear to Abraham (Genesis 22).
• The Angel of the LORD would later appear to Moses (Exodus 3).
• The Angel of the LORD would later appear to Balaam (Numbers 22).
• The Angel of the LORD would later appear to Israel collectively (Judges 2).
• The Angel of the LORD would later appear to Gideon (Judges 6).
• The Angel of the LORD would later appear to Samson''s parents (Judges 13).
• The Angel of the LORD would later appear to David (2 Samuel 24).
• The Angel of the LORD would later appear to Elijah (1 Kings 19).
the bottom section pulled from: David Guzik’s Enduring Word Commentary



The Personal Touch of Genesis 16

Sarai
God Knew Sarai.  The more we read Genesis we’ll see He gets even 

more personal with her.  Genesis 17, 18

Abram
God Knew Abram and Even though He fails in this story, God still 

keeps showing up personally developing his faith and fulfilling His 
Promises.

Hagar
The Servant Egyptian who God personally goes after and calls her 

back and blesses her.  She is the biggest story in this chapter.  
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How like Jesus to appear not to a man, but to a woman; not to 
one who sought faith, but to one who was running from the 
family of faith. After all, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who left 
the ninety-nine to find the single sheep who had gone astray.

So, the person in here who is in the greatest need, who feels as 
though he’s blown it the worst is the person whom the Lord is 
most interested in this evening. It would seem more logical to 
stay with the ninety-nine. But that’s not the heart of our 
Shepherd. He goes after the one. He goes after Hagar. He goes 
after you.

Jon Courson, Jon Courson’s Application Commentary: Volume One: Genesis–Job (Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson, 2005), 74.



Genesis Truth 

God Personally Hears 
and Sees You.

He Hears, He Sees, He knows, He Cares, and He is Working.





The Personal Touch of Genesis 16

Hagar’s Story
Vs. 8 – Relational Questions to promote conversation.
Vs. 9 – Truth and Direction given to help her.
Vs. 10 – Promise given to her to encourage and help her.
Vs. 11 – The Lord Tells her He Heard her.
Vs. 12 – The Lord Tells her the Future.
Vs. 13 – She acknowledges feeling seen by God.
Vs.14-16 – The Text tells us all the things God promised 
happened.

The God 
Who Hears 

& Sees.
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Genesis Truth in Application

Remember How Much He did For You this Week!  And Praise Him!


