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Genesis 21:8-21
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Now Sarah saw the son of 
Hagar the Egyptian, whom 

she had borne to 
Abraham, mocking Isaac.

Genesis 21:9



Genesis 21:8-10

When Our Past Failures Show Up…



Now Sarah saw the son of 
Hagar the Egyptian, whom 

she had borne to 
Abraham, mocking Isaac.

Genesis 21:9



Genesis Truth 

AND God’s Promise and Truth Help us Through them!



The Lasting Consequences of Sin…

1. Abraham Had a Kid outside of His Marriage & God’s Plan.  
Sarah Pushed her Husband into a Sinful Idea.
- Jealousy
- Envy
- Abuse 
- Ongoing Comparison
- Division of Household

When Our Past 
Failures Show Up.

Remember the 
Promise of 

God…

…For Abraham & Sarah 

All This Didn’t Have to Happen…
Remember the Promise of GOD.





Biblical Truth 

Christ Came to Redeem Us and That Redemption is a Promise!



Or do you not know that the unrighteous 
will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 

not be deceived; neither the sexually 
immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor 

the greedy, nor those habitually drunk, 
nor verbal abusers, nor swindlers, will 

inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10



Such were some of you; but 
you were washed, but you 

were sanctified, but you were 
justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and in the 

Spirit of our God.

1 Corinthians 6:11



Biblical Promise 

This IS why WE Can Trust GOD’s Promise!  
This is Why We CAN be Changed By HIS Truth!



Psalms 136:1 Give thanks to the LORD, for 
He is good, For His faithfulness is 

everlasting.

1 Thessalonians 5:24 Faithful is He who 
calls you, and He also will do it.

2 Timothy 2:13 If we are faithless, He 
remains faithful, for He cannot deny 

Himself.



The Promise to Remember!

Psalm 136; 2 Timothy 2:13; 1 John 1:9
1 Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 10:23; 

2 Thessalonians 3:3; Deuteronomy 7:9
Lamentations 3:22-23; Numbers 23:19

Psalm 91:4; Hebrews 11:11… And so 
Many More!

When Our Past 
Failures Show Up.

Remember The 
Promise of 

God…

Amazing Bible Passages of God’s Faithfulness!

GOD’s Faithfulness is His Promise to Us!
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The matter distressed 
Abraham greatly because 

of his son Ishmael.

Genesis 21:11



Genesis 21:11-13

When We Are Greatly Distressed…



The matter distressed 
Abraham greatly because 

of his son Ishmael.

Genesis 21:11





Distressed…

7489a.       רָעַע raa (949b); denom. vb. from 7451b; to be evil, bad:—act so 
wickedly(1), act wickedly(1), acted wickedly(1), acted … wickedly(1), afflicted(3), 
badly(1), bring disaster(1), brought calamity(1), brought harm(1), damaged(1), 
disagreeable(1), displease*(1), displeased(2), displeased*(4), displeasing(6), 
distressed(2), do my harm(2), do us harm(1), do you harm(2), do evil(4), do 
harm(1), do … evil(1), do … harm(1), doing evil(1), done harm(2), done very 
wickedly(1), done wickedly(1), done wrong(1), evil(7), evildoer(2), evildoers(16), 
evildoing(1), grieved(1), hard(1), harm(1), harming(1), hostile(3), hurt(3), practiced 
evil(1), prefer*(2), sad(2), still do wickedly(1), suffer(1), suffer harm(1), treat me so 
badly(1), treat you worse(1), treated(1), treated us harshly(1), went hard(1), work 
calamity(1), worse(1).

Robert L. Thomas, New American Standard Hebrew-Aramaic and Greek Dictionaries : Updated Edition (Anaheim: Foundation Publications, 
Inc., 1998).

When We are 
Greatly 

Distressed.

Remember the 
Promise of 

God…

Lit was very grievous in Abraham’s sight
New American Standard Bible (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2020).



Genesis 17:18



Genesis Truth 

Focus on His Promises not the Distress!



From Distressed to Blessed…

Genesis 21:12-13 12 But God said to Abraham, 
“Do not be distressed because of the boy and 
your slave woman; whatever Sarah tells you, 
listen to her, for through Isaac your 
descendants shall be named. 13 “And of the 
son of the slave woman I will make a nation 
also, because he is your descendant.”

When We are 
Greatly 

Distressed.

Remember the 
Promise of 

God…

These are Promises Abraham already Knew!





Only fear the LORD and 
serve Him in truth with all 

your heart; for consider 
what great things He has 

done for you.

1 Samuel 12:24



Biblical Truth 

His Promise, His Truth is What we Need to go from 
Distressed to Blessed!



6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and pleading with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses 

all comprehension, will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers and 

sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things.

Philippians 4:6-8
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So Abraham got up early in the 
morning and took bread and a skin of 

water, and gave them to Hagar, 
putting them on her shoulder, and 

gave her the boy, and sent her away. 
And she departed and wandered 

about in the wilderness of Beersheba.

Genesis 21:14



Genesis 21:14-21

When the Out Of Our Control Times Come…



So Abraham got up early in the 
morning and took bread and a skin of 

water, and gave them to Hagar, 
putting them on her shoulder, and 

gave her the boy, and sent her away. 
And she departed and wandered 

about in the wilderness of Beersheba.

Genesis 21:14



Genesis Truth 

God’s Promise is the Answer, 

Especially When Things are 

out of Our Control!

Focus on His Promises not Control.



God’s Promise to Hagar…

Genesis 16:10-11 The angel of the LORD also said to 
her, “I will greatly multiply your descendants so that 
they will be too many to count.” 11 The angel of the 
LORD said to her further, “Behold, you are pregnant, 
And you will give birth to a son; And you shall name 
him Ishmael, Because the LORD has heard your 
affliction.

When the Out of 
Our Control times 

Come.

Remember the 
Promise of 

God…

These are Promises Hagar already Knew!



God’s Promise to Hagar…

Genesis 21:17-21 God heard the boy crying; and the angel of God 
called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is the 
matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear, for God has heard the 
voice of the boy where he is. 18 “Get up, lift up the boy, and 
hold him by the hand, for I will make a great nation of 
him.”  19 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of 
water; and she went and filled the skin with water and gave the 
boy a drink. 20 And God was with the boy, and he grew; and he 
lived in the wilderness and became an archer. 21 He lived in 
the wilderness of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him 
from the land of Egypt.

When the Out of 
Our Control times 

Come.

Remember the 
Promise of 

God…

These are Promises  Hagar already Knew!





Biblical Truth 

His Promise, His Truth, He is in Control!



“Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous! Do 
not be terrified nor dismayed, 
for the LORD your God is with 

you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:9



‘Do not fear, for I am with 
you; Do not be afraid, for I am 

your God. I will strengthen 
you, I will also help you, I will 

also uphold you with My 
righteous right hand.’

Isaiah 41:10



This Week Remember

Remember The 

Let His Promises and Truth Guide You!

1. When Our Past Failures Show Up…

2. When We Are Greatly Distressed…

3. When the Out Of Our Control Times Come…


